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Chapter 8 

Son 
Preference in India: 

A Study into its Nature and 

Causes from West Bengal 

Papita Dutta 

1. Introduction 

Parents fnd satisfaction from their children directly and indires, 

Satisfaction of the parents from a child not only depends on the numhas 

of children: it depends on the socio-economic background of the parents 

and sex composition of the children. That is why; the preference pattem 

of the parents for the sex of their children is an important research issue 

to the social scientists. Becker (1960, 1988) has explained that the demand 

for children to parents is similar to the demand for durable goods, Ofen 

parents view the children as investment from which parents expect recu. 

rent income. Sometimes children are viewed as consumer durables where 

children just living with parents gives direct satisfaction. Griliches (19N4) 

has explained the children preference as liquidity preference. He has pointed 

out three distinct 'motives' for having children; (1l) economic security (cur 

rent labour and old-age provision): (2) the production of reciprocal caring: 

and (3) an attempt at immortality via one's offerings. 

In many countries including India a large section of parents believe that 

male children compared to female are in better position to satisfy all these 

motives. This belief gives birth the philosophy of son preference. Son 

preference is one of the prime causes of gender inequality which threatens 

the development of human civilisation. A large section of parents around 

the globe, enthusiastically celebrates the birth of a boy whereas the bith 

of a girl is not warmly welcomed. This fact indicates parents' preference 

for sons over daughter. Son preference leads to many social problems like 

Lmbalanced sex ratio, which causes increase in sexual crime and increase 

in marital unhappiness due to marriage-age imbalance. Adverse sexela 
owards fenale, higher mortality rate among girls child, lower enrollmen 

Son 
Preference in India 

interval etc. are some common indicators of gender inequality as well as of girls in educational institution, missing female foetuses, lower birth 

preferernce for sons in Indian society. This study intends to investigate the 
nature and causes of son preference in Purba Bardhaman district of West 

Bengal in India. 

163 

2. Relevance and Objectives 

Sex ratio and child sex ratio are considered as important indicator of son 
preference. If these ratios deviate from the natural biological ratios, we can 
assert that somne abnormal incident has occurred. In terms of overall sex 

ratio, son preference is strong in the state of Haryana and least in Kerala. 
In accordance with the census report, 2011 sex-ratio in West Bengal is 
o7 which is highest in the last century. It is no doubt a good indicator 
oNards gender equality. But the same report shows that child sex ratio in 
odia is 914 which was 927 in 2001 and in West Bengal, it has reduced 
from 960 to 950 during 2001-2011. It is very disappointing. This is a clear 
indication of increasing trend of son preference of the parents in India as 

well as in West Bengal. This declining trend of sex-ratio under age six 

is an alarming issue to the policy makers, social science researchers and 

to the Government for the future development of human resource. Thus 
the study of the nature and causes of son preference in West Bengal is 
relevant one. Both sex ratio and child sex ratio are strong indicators of 
son preference at macro level. But they are not appropriate as indicators 
of son preference at household level. 

Pande and Astone (2007) have shown that the extent of son preference 
varies statistically across the states of India. The nature of son preference 
and strength of the factors influencing son preference definitely varies 
from country to country depending on some social-economic and cultural 
background even environmental distinctions. Son preference is common in 
a band of countries stretching from North Africa, through the near east to 
south Asia. There is strong preference for son in India, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Egypt, but a distinct preference for sons in turkey, Tunisia, Pakistan, 
Srilanka, Jordon and Morocco (Amold, 1997). There are several com 
mon socio-economic-demographic causes behind son preference. In these 
countries male are given more importance than female. Even the common 
Women do not get the respect that they deserve. A large section of women 
are internally oriented in such a way that they feel proud when they become 

mothers of sons. This orientation in girls starts at their early childhood at 
home when they learn that they should play with dolls and their brothers 



182 

Klaus, Danicla, Tipandjan, Arun (2015). Son Preference in India: 
Shelding Lig 

on the North-South Gradient. Comparative Population Studies, Vol. 7 Kurcishi, W. and Wakabayashi, M (2011). Son Preference in Japan Jounal of Lancaster, G. Maitra, P. and Ray, R. (2008). Household 
Expenditure Patle 

Population Econonmics Vol. 24 : pp 873-893 DOI 10.1007/s00 \48-0 
09-02823 

101-104 

and Gender Bias: Evidence from sclected Indian States, Oxford 
Developmer Studies, Junc, 2008, Vol. 36(2). pp 133-158. 

Luciano, M. G. (2011). Why Son Preference? Findings from 
Fieldwork ia 

Rural India. Accessed from 

http://editorialexpress.com/cgii-bin/conference download.cgi datecd 14/11/2015 

Papita Da 

Lin, T. And Adserà, A (2012), Son Preference and Children's Housework: Te Case of India, 1ZA DP No. 6929, pp. 1-47. 
Lin, W. (2010), The impact of Parental Son Preference on Children' s 

Educatxral Attainment and its Mechanism, available at www,wanchuanlin. .org acccSse on 15/10/2015 

Mukherjee, Diganta (2004) "Mcasuring Gender Bias" available at www. isical a Mutharayappa, R. and Choe, M. K. (1997), " Son preference and Its Effect on Fertility in India" NFHS subject Report., Number 3, IIPS, Mumbai, March 1997 

Pande, Rohini P. Astone, Nan Marie (2007), "Explaining Son Prefenenoe in . 
India: The Independent Role of Structural and Versus Individual E 
Population Research Policy Review, Vol. 26, ppl-29. DO1: 10. 1007/slII3 
006-9017-2 

Prakasam, C. P. (2010. 'Imbalance in Sex Ratio in Rural Tamilnadu: A casgya 
of Salem District' in Unwanted Daughters: Gender Discrinmination in Mi 
India edited by T.V. Sekher and NeelambarHattiRawat Publications., 2010 
Pp. 182-204. 

Saha, Sanjay kr, Medhatithi Barman, Avishek Gupta, PiyaliDuttaChowdhun. 
GautanSarker, and Ranabir Pal, (2015) "Gender Preference among Marm 
Women in Kolkata Metropolitan Slum of India." American Journal of PuNk 
Heall1 Research, Vol. 3, no. 4A, pp. 6-11. doi: 10.12691/ajplhr-34A2 

Vanneman, Reeve, Desai, S. And Vikramkriti (2012), "Son Preference in Inda' 
Population Association of America, Princeton University Working paper No 
122478 available at www.paa2012.princeton.edu/abstract/ 122478, pp. 1-3 

Vashist, B. K. (1995). Parents' Child-Sex Preference Behaviour in Indu: An 
Empirical Investigation, in Issues in Indian Economy, Volume-I, edited by 
K. R. Gupta, Atlantic Publishers and Distributors, New Delhi pp. 21-36 

Visaria, Abhijit, (2015), "Son Preference and Group Majority/Minoriy: Conpury 
Hindus and Muslims in India and Bangladesh Working paper, Prinato 
University, available at paa2015.princeton.edu/abstracts/ 153386 

















HISTORY, HERITAGE 
AND RELIGION: 

PROBLEMS AND PERSPECTIVES 

Jaydeb Sarkhel 

Anirban Banerjee 

laaaieaal 



HISTORY, HERITAGE 

AND RELIGION 

PROBLEMS AND 

PERSPECTIVES 

Edited by 
Jaydeb Sarkhel 

Retired Professor, Burdwan University. 

Dr. Anirban Banerjee 
Professor, Department of Sociology, Burdwan University 

First Published
2020 

BOOK SYNDICATE (P) LTD. 
www.booksyndicate.in 



Published by 
Biplab Bhowal 
for Book Syndicate (P) Ltd. 

35 College Street, Kolkata 700 073 

2257 0754/55 
booksyndicate.35@gmail.com 

PREFACE 

The present volume contains some of the papers presented in the 

17th. Annual Conference of Bharata Vidya Charcha Kendra held on 

16th. February, 2019 in collaboration with Dr. B. N. Dutta Smriti 

Mahavidyalaya, Hat Gobindapur, Purba Bardhaman. The theme of 

the conference was History, Heritage and Religion : Problems and 

Perspectives. Bharata Vidya Charcha Kendra is an interdisciplinary 

research organisation of Burdwan. 

Copyright reserved by Bharata Vidya Charcha Kendra and 

publication right reserved by Book Syndicate (P) Ltd. This book contains a set of selected articles of which fourteen 

are in English while three are in Bengali. BVCK has decided too 

publish this volume as a part of its academic activities and to cir- 

culate the selected papers presented in the conference among the 

academic fraternities at large. Before publication the papers have 

been blindly reviewed by a set of reviewers who are experts in the 

relevant area. Thus this is a peer-reviewed edited volume with ISBN. 

It is hoped that this volume will help the students, teachers and 

First Published: February, 2020 

researchers in the relevant area. 

We are thankful to the authorities of Dr. B. N. Dutta Smriti 

Mahavidyalaya, Hat Gobindapur where the 17th Annual Conference 

of BVCK was held. We are also thankful to the contributors for 

Price: Rupees five hundred fifty only 

s50 
their cooperation in submitting the revised versions of their papers 

within the stipulated time. We must also thank the authorities of 

Book Syndicate (P) Ltd., particularly, Mr. Biplab Bhowal for his 

cooperation and help to publish this volume within a very short 

period of time. Mr. Subrata Bhowal of the production desk deserves 

thanks for his whole-hearted cooperation in the technical matters 

related to the publication of this volume. We beg to be excused for 

any deficiency that remains present in the book. 
| ISBN 978-93-87706-43-9 

Jaydeb Sarkhel 

Anirban Banerjee 

Editors 
Printed by: 
Kalyan Bhaumik 
for Mudran Bharati 
26 M. B. Road 

Kolkata 700 049 



MEMBERs OF THE PEER-REVIEW COMMITTEE sT OF cONTRIBO 
TORS 

LIST OF 

1. Prof. Dilip Kumar Chakrabarti, Emeritus Professor of South. 

Asian Archaeology, Cambridge University, U.K. 

1. Dr. Anirban Banerjee: 
Professor of Sociology, The University 

of Burdwan. 

2. Dr. Rupendra Kumar 
Chattopadhyay: 

Vivekananda Chair 

Professor of Social Science, University of Calcutta. 

3. Swati Roy: 
Associate 

Professor and Head, Department of 

Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta. 

4. Shubha Majumder : Superintending 
Archaeologist, 

Archaeo- 

logical Survey of India, Kolkata Circle. 

5. Dr. Rohidas Mondal Assistant Professor of History, Dr. B. 

N. Dutta Smriti Mahavidyalaya, Hat Gobindapur, 

6. Dr. Susanta Mondal Assistant Professor in Economics, 

Bolpur College, Bolpur. 

2. Prof. B. D. Chattopadhyaya, Retired Professor, Centre of 

Social Sciences, Department of Historical Studies J.N 

New Delhi. 

3. Prof. K. T. Sarao, Professor and Head, Buddhist Studies 

Delhi University. 

4. Prof. Suranjan Das, Vice Chancellor, Jadavpur University, 

Kolkata. 

5. Dr. Manoj Chakrabarti, Retired Professor, Department of 
7. Bishnu Goswami The University of Burdwan. 

8. Bhumika Ghosh Guest Lecturer in History, Dr. Bhupendra 

Nath Dutta Smriti Mahavidyalaya. Bengali, T.D.B College, Raniganj, Burdwan. 

6. Prof. Rupendra Kumar Chattopadhyay, Vivekananda Chair9. Sourav Ghosh: Part-time Teacher, Tarakeswar Degree College. 

10. Dr. Rangana Dey: Assistant Teacher, Burdwan Harisava Hindu 

Girls' High School (Day). Professor of Social Science, Calcutta University. 

7. Prof. Jaydeb Sarkhel, Retired Professor, Department of 11. Ranjan Paul: Assistant Professor in Botany, Gushkara 

Commerce, Burdwan University. 
Mahavidyalaya. 

12. Dr. Suddhasattwa Banerjee Assistant Professor in English, 

Hiralal Bhakat College, Nalhati, Birbhum. 

13. Rakhi Chowdhury: Assistant Professor, Department of 

Political Science, T.D.B. College, Raniganj. 
14. Sudeshna Bandyopadhyay : President, TCWO, Tejganj, 

8. Dr. D. N. Konar, Retired Professor, Departent of Commerce 
Kalyani University, Kalyani. 

Burdwan. 

15. Dr. Surajit Rauth: Assistant Professor, Department of History, 
Gushkara Mahavidyalaya. 

16. Gourav Lama : Assistant Professor in History, Presidency 
University, Kolkata. 

17. A s15t : 7 UTTE, TFSRH fAS11, D.fs.A. T 

19. T® : RP 7, 2OAM fAS11, AUT TRHIT, TTAArA1 



Peer-Reviewed 

T
e
a
 

T
r
a
d

i
t
i
o

n
a
l
 

a
tio

n
 in

 
P

la
in

 
A

re
a
 U

proots th
e 

P
lants 

A
 M

icrostudy at 
M

e
k

h
lig

a
n

j B
lo

ck
, C

ooch B
ehar D

istrict 

R
an

jan
 P

au
l 

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 

M
ekhliganj is 

a m
arginal C

D
 B

lo
ck

 o
f C

o
o

ch
 B

eh
ar district, m

ainly 
nopulated by R

ajbanshi com
m

unity. 
A

s 
p

e
r 

2
0

1
1

 
c
e
n

s
u

s
 

o
f In

d
ia 

Mekhliganj C
D

 B
lo

ck
 h

ad
 a to

tal population o
f 155,250, of which 150,767 

w
ere rural. S

cheduled C
astes num

bered 110,595 
and S

cheduled T
ribes 

num
bered 

1918. 

Rajbangshi com
m

unity has a long and significant past record that can 
be traced 

from
 

th
e 

a
g

e
 

o
f M

ah
ab

h
arata. T

hey 
h

a
v

e
 

got 
a
n

 age-old 
T

adition to
 m

a
k

e
 th

e
ir liv

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e
 c

ru
d

e
 n

atu
re. T

h
e
y

 lo
o

k
 to

 n
atu

re 

1Or th
e
ir 

m
e
d

ic
in

e
, 

f
o

o
d

, 
f
o

d
d

e
r
 

a
n

d
 
d

a
ily

 
life

 
n

e
e
d

s
. 

A
g

ric
u

ltu
re

 
is

 
th

e
 
m

a
in

 
s
o

u
rc

e
 
o

f
 th

e
ir 

in
c
o

m
e
. 

T
h

e
y

 
w

e
re

 
v

e
ry

 

c
c
u

s
to

m
e
d

 
to

 
th

e
 cu

ltiv
atio

n
 of traditional 

c
a
s
h

 
c
ro

p
s 

su
c
h

 
a
s
 

Je, tobacco, b
etel-n

u
t a

n
d

 b
a
m

b
o

o
 g

ro
v

es. 
B

a
m

b
o

o
 is 

v
e
ry

 prom
ising 

0
 reacclim

atise th
e
 so

il fertility. 

M
odern te

c
h

n
o

lo
g

y
 m

a
d

e
 

a 
sh

ift o
f th

e
 p

a
tte

rn
 o

f
 cu

ltiv
atio

n
; p

o
ta

to
 

t
e
a
 
g

ra
d

u
a
lly

 
ta

k
e
 

th
e
 

le
a
d

in
g

 
ro

le
s
 

in
 

th
e
 

a
g

ric
u

ltu
ra

l 
fie

ld
. 

and 

n
seq

u
en

tly
 b

a
m

b
o

o
 
g

r
o

v
e
s
, b

e
te

l 
n

u
t
 garden along w

ith
 b

e
te

l le
a
f a

r
e
 

onsequently 
gradually lo

sin
g

 th
e
ir i

m
p

o
r
t
a
n

c
e
 a

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 
d

e
t
e
r
i
o

r
a
t
i
o

n
 o

f
 so

il, a 
ith

 d
eterio

ratio
n

 o
f so

il, a
ir a

n
d

 

w
ater quality. 

H
u

g
e
 l

o
s
s
 o

f
 w

a
t
e
r
 o

c
c
u

r
s
 a

t ground le
v

e
l. S

ocially 
p

e
o

p
le

 

o
 

p
o

o
r s

e
c
tio

n
 g

r
a
d

u
a
l
l
y

 
b

e
c
o

m
e
 d

e
p

e
n

 
o

n
 ric

h
e
r s

e
c
tio

n
 of soci 

O
p

o
o

r sectio
n

 g
ra

d
a
o

m
ic

 im
balance am

ong different strata o
f p

eo
p

le. 
e
n

d
e
n

t o
n

 ric
h

e
r se

c
tio

n
 o

f so
ciety

 

Causing great soc 
entioning the use of bam

boo (bansh) and betel 
g

r
e
a
t
 s

o
c
i
o

e
c
o

n
o

m
i
c
 i

m
b

a
l
a
 

n
u

t(g
u

a) 
t
r
e
e
s
 
f
o

r
 
m

a
k

i
n

g
 h

o
u

 

n
u

t(g
u

a
) tre

e
s a

n
s
h

(
p

o
n

d
)
/u

tta
r
e
 
b

a
n

sh
/ 

p
a
sc

h
im

e
 

g
u

a
/

d
a
k

sh
in

e
 

A
 

b
e
a
u

t
i
f
u

l
 p

r
o

v
e
r
b

 m
e
n

t
i
 

h
o

u
s
e
 
i
n

 
R

a
j
b

a
n

s
h

i
 
s
o

c
i
e
t
y

 
s
h

o
u

l
d

 
b

e
 
q

u
o

t
e
d

 

h
e
re

 
T

h
i
s
 is 

h
o

w
 
th

e
 
su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

s 
o

f th
e
 
h

o
u

se
 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
. 

d
h

u
a
n

(
e
m

p
t
y

)
 

"
p

u
b

e
 
H

a
n

s
h

(
p

o
r
 

1
3

7
 



1
3

8
 

HISTORY, HERITAGE AND RELIGION :PROBLEMS AMD E
 

HIS 
1

3
9

 

Study A
rea 

AND PURSMOIw, 
a
v

. HERITAGE A
N

D
 R

E
L

I
G

I
O

N
:
 P

R
O

B
L

E
M

S
 A

N
D

 
P

E
R

S
P

E
C

T
I
V

E
S

 

M
ekhliganj 

is 
a marginal C

D
 B

lock of Cooch Behar district delm 
by Jalpaiguri district 

o
n

 north 
and Bangladesh 

o
n

 outh, IHaldibari tu 
o

n
 

w
est 

and M
athabhanga 

o
n

 
east 

and 
w

atercd by 
the 

river Tit 
D

harla, Saniajan, sutunga and num
ber o

f other sm
all strcam

s, Mckhlivaui 
located 

a
t 26°21'N

 
88°55'E 

has 
a
n

 
a
re

a
 

of 288.64 
km

, 
Total atea 

available 
for cultivation 

in M
ekhliganj 

C
D

 block 
is 23,431 hetar, 

tis
 a

fte
r 1

9
7

1
 
w

ith
 th

e
 larg

e s
c
a
le

 
i
n

f
i
l
t
r
a
t
i
o

n
 o

f
 re

fu
g

e
c
s
 
fro

m
 
E

a
s
t 

D
ak

istan
 alo

n
g

 w
ith

e
m

e
r
g

e
n

c
e
 o

f
 le

ft
f
r
o

n
t 

g
o

v
e
r
n

m
e
n

t
,
 

a 
g

re
a
t c

h
a
n

g
e
 

developed 
in

 
C

o
o

c
h

 
B

e
h

a
r
 
d

i
s
t
r
i
c
t
. 

L
iv

in
g

 
sty

lc
 
o

f
 th

e
 

u
n

d
e
m

a
n

d
i
n

g
 

people o
f R

ajb
an

g
si c

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 g
o

t h
a
v

o
c
 c

h
a
n

g
e
. L

e
f
t F

r
o

n
t 

m
o

v
e
m

e
n

t
s
 

ike langal jar z
a
m

i ta
r
-
 a

lte
r
e
d

 th
e
 re

la
tio

n
s
h

ip
 b

e
tw

e
e
n

 
s
o

 c
a
lle

d
 J

o
t
d

a
r
 

and Praja. 
C

o
n

s
e
q

u
e
n

tly
 larg

e 
h

o
ld

in
g

s 
o

f
 la

n
d

 
b

e
c
a
m

e
 
s
m

a
lle

r
. 

H
a
u

li 

systcm
 o

f w
o

rk
in

g
 
w

a
s
 
re

p
la

c
c
d

 b
y

 p
aid

 
l
a
b

o
u

r
 
s
y

s
te

m
. 

(H
a
u

li 
w

a
s
 

a 

systcm
 in

 
c
u

l
t
i
v

a
t
i
o

n
 
c
o

m
m

o
n

 
in

 
R

a
jb

a
n

g
s
i so

c
ie

ty
 
o

f
 C

o
o

c
h

 
B

e
h

a
r, 

in
 

w
hich people help s

p
o

n
ta

n
e
o

u
s
ly

 o
th

e
r p

e
o

p
le

's c
u

l
t
i
v

a
t
i
o

n
 p

r
o

c
e
s
s
 w

ith
o

u
t 

any 
m

o
n

c
ta

ry
 

tra
n

s
a
c
tio

n
s
.). 

O
th

e
r
 

t
w

o
 

f
a
c
to

r
s
 

i.e
. 

e
l
e
c
t
r
i
f
i
c
a
t
i
o

n
 

a
n

d
 

the d
e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t o
f
 ro

a
d

 
a
n

d
 

tra
n

s
p

o
rt 

b
ro

u
g

h
t 

h
a
v

o
c
 

s
o

c
io

 
c
c
o

n
o

m
i
c
 

change in
 th

e
 lifc

 o
f
 R

ajb
an

g
si p

co
p

le. T
h

ey
 
w

e
r
e
 v

e
r
y

 m
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c
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 c
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e
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b
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 c
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c
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c
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b
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 d
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, b
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c
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n
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 p
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c
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b
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e p
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f d
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S 
practice. In the field of agriculture, high yielding hua PEDSPECTIA 
introduced in paddy in the form of IR-8. Gra 

TORY, HERITAGE AND 

of IR-8. Gradually pure 

ground. Modem cash crops like tea, potatoes became 
seed was first 

became prevalent 
Before 1980, Mekhliganj Block of Cooch Behar 

completely devoid of any tea garden. And it is une: 
block should support the tea plantation as it is far away fro 
of Dooars in Cooch Behar district. Yet it is a f 

Istriet was tis unexpected that Mekhlig hliganij from the base it is a fact. Mushroo 
growth of small tea gardens occured in the area of Mekhlieani b 
The Tea Board of India adopted the concept of STGs during the eie 
five year plan*. Small Tea Growers (STGs) is defined, as a pero 
group having plantation area up to l0-12 hectares (as per the norms at 
Tea Board of India). Report from Cooch Behar district shows that in 
1911, 23 registered tea gardens were present in Mekhliganj Block. Among 
25000 hectares of cultivated land 3420 hectares have already come 
under tea cultivation (Sources: B.L. & L.R.O. of Mekhliganj & Managet, Mekhliganj Tea Estate). Along with heavy impacts upon soil profile due 
to prolonged monoculture, many changes have occurred in the tea soils 
of eastern India. Soil compaction, intensive leaching of bases and increased acidity>, low nutrient holding capacity and reduced biodiversityof the tea soils are some of the consequences. In 1980's a company named Long View first introduced tea plantation in Kuchlibari and Jamaldaha anchal in the Mekhliganj Block. To meet the rising demand, tea bought-leaf factory was introduced by the India govt. thereby making the separation of tea gardens and tea factory. Richer section of society appears in the tea field with the finance from bank or from share market. They purchase huge quantities of fertile land (without paying any heed to the law that only soil of poor quality are to be used tor iea cultivation) from the poor people on condition that a member o seller family will get job in the tea estate. Most of the times, the presene of indicator plant like Lucas sativa on the land provoked the grower initiate tea garden without taking the hazards of soil testing. Short tet profit lures the poor cultivator of this region to initiate tea garden in tne uplands which were previously occupied by betel nut garden or bamboo groves. Often tea gardening spreads beyond to encroach paddy lanas for both the cash crops; 

farnmers 
generally 

collect water from nearby 

which is locally known as vitamin 

streams or 
from deep 

soil. Just 
to get 

more green leaf of tea, growers 

case of potatoes the so called vitamins along 

insecticides and 
herbicides. 

Sufficient 
amount of water is also required 

very ofte use 
collagen 

powder 

unlawfully 

(Isabion, 
th borax 

are 
used 

unscienti ntifically to get larger size of the product. 
Besides tea, potatoes are the other types of cash crops now dominating in this area. Tea and potatoes are capital intensive crops and need proper nourishment from the growers. They need huge amount of fertilizers 

Oviron etc.). In 
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RSPECTVES 
Jis 

a story 
of 

a num
ber 

o
f marginal 

land ow
ners of this 

they 
first 

becam
e 

a paid 
labor 

of their 
o

w
n

 
land 

jobless people. 

Besides 
s
o

 called crop plants, 
a large num

ber 
of plants 

are 

a
n

 important 
role 

in 
the 

life 
o

f Rajbanshi community people. 
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>cality that 
land and Sinally 

y
s
t
e
m

 o
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Tea 
a
s
 monoculture type 

o
f erop 

needs eradications 
of all kinde 

w
eeds 

from
 

its soil. 
W

e 
a
re

 losing 
a great variety 

of herbs which mice 
be 

a 
great 

gene 
reserve pool 

for 
future plants. 
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A
s 

the dem
and 

o
f 

w
ater 

is 
satisfied 

by deep 
soil 

w
ater 

o
r nearby 

stream
 already ground 

w
ater 

level 
has 

been 
low

ered dow
n. 

Im
proper 

u
s
e
 o

f insecticides 
has heavily 

c
o

m
e
 dow

n 
o

v
er the water 

ecology. 
N

um
ber 

o
f fish 

variety 
has already disappeared 

in 
this 

area. 
Im

proper 
u

se
 o

f chem
ical fertilizer leads 

to the spoilage of soil fertility 
and texture in this a

re
a
. N

 fertilizer 
c
a
n

 also accelerate soil acidification 
A

gain N
itrogen release 

from
 N

O
 

salt 
a
s
 

N
 

is m
obile 

and 
c
a
n

 be easily 
lost from

 the soil by leaching and runoff, resulting in NO,-N contamination 
10 groundw

ater and surface w
ater7", T

he public perceive NO,-N leaching 
a
s
 

th
e greatest environm

ental 
threat. 
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guri 
A

nchal. 

R
E

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
S

 

1
. 

N
ath

, A
. N

., D
a
s, G

. a
n

d
 D

a
s, A

. 
K

. (2
0

0
9

), 
A

b
o

v
e
 g

ro
u

n
d

 sta
n

d
in

g
 b

io
m

a
s
s
 

a
n

d
 
c
a
r
b

o
n

 
s
to

ra
g

e
 
in

 
v

illa
g

e
 
b

a
m

b
o

o
s
 

in
 

N
o

rth
 

E
a
s
t 

I
n

d
ia

. 
B

i
o

m
a
s
s
 
a
n

d
 

B
i
o

e
n

e
r
g

y
,
 
3

3
:
1

1
8

8
-
1

1
9

6
.
 

2
. 

L
in

, X
in

c
h

u
n

, F
a
n

g
, W

e
i, L

i, X
ia

n
h

a
i, Z

h
o

u
, C

h
a
n

g
p

in
g

, Z
h

o
n

g
, X

ia
o

fe
n

g
 a

n
d

 

H
u

, 
C

h
a
o

z
o

n
g

 (2
0

0
4

) 
A

 
stu

d
y

 
o

n
 
b

io
m

a
s
s
 
s
t
r
u

c
t
u

r
e
 o

f
 P

l
e
i
o

b
l
a
s
t
u

s
 
a
m

a
r
u

s
 

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
. 

J
o

u
r
n

a
l
 o

f B
a
m

b
o

o
 
R

e
s
e
a
r
c
h

, 
2

3
(2

): 
2

7
2

9
. 

3
.
 

B
a
n

ik
, 

R
.I. 

2
0

0
0

, 
S

i
l
v

i
c
u

l
t
u

r
e
 

a
n

d
 

fie
ld

 
g

u
id

e 
to

 p
rio

rity
 
o

f
 
b

a
m

b
o

o
s
 of 

B
an

g
lad

esh
 an

d
 

l
a
n

n
a
n

,
 

A
. 

2
0

0
8

. 
S

tu
d

y
 
o

f
 
T

e
a
 

G
r
o

w
e
r
s
 

in
 A

ssam
. In

d
ia

lin
e
.c

o
m

 
(
2

0
0

8
)
 

A
S

S
a
m

 T
o

u
rism

"
. (v

isited
 o

n
 A

u
g

u
s
t 1

5
th

, 2
0

0
8

) a
t 

h
t
t
p

:
/
/
w

w
w

.
i
n

d
i
a
l
i
n

e
.
c
o

m
/
 

trav
el/ a

ssa
m

/ te
a
g

a
rd

e
n

.h
tm

l. 

S
o

u
th

 
A

s
ia

. 
C

h
itta

g
o

n
g

 B
F

R
I, p

. 
1

8
7

. 

O
w

ners 
o

f sm
all holdings becom

e labourers 
in 

the gardens. Owners 
of sm

all 
te

a
 garden 

have 
to

 depend 
o

n
 big entrepreneurs 

for selling tn 
green 

leaf 
a
s
 

th
e price 

o
f green 

leaf 
is totally controlled

by 
them

. 
B

am
boo 

to
 

the 
poor people 

is 
a
n

 im
m

ediate 
cash producing o

p
 

W
henever 

th
e m

oney 
is needed they 

c
a
n

 
c
u

t few
 bam

boos and 
sell ne 

to
 

th
e nearby 

m
arket. 

A
fter plantation bam

boo takes three years to
 b

e m
ature enough withou 

n
,
 T

o
c
k

l
a
i
 

E
x

p
e
r
i
m

e
n

t
a
l
 
S

t
a
t
i
o

n
 

1
9

1
1

-
1

9
9

1
,

T
R

A
 
P

u
b

. 
T

o
c
k

la
i, 

p
. 2

3
2

 

(1992). 

. 
B

o
u

m
a
n

, 0
. T

., C
u

r
tin

, D
., C

a
m

p
b

e
l, C

. A
., 

B
i
e
d

e
r
b

e
c
k

,
 V

. 
0

. 
a
n

d
 
U

k
r
a
in

e
tz

, 

. 
1

9
9

5
. S

o
il a

c
i
d

i
f
i
c
a
t
i
o

n
 f

r
o

m
 
l
o

n
g

-
t
e
r
m

 u
s
e
 o

t
 
a
n

h
y

d
r
o

u
s
 
a
m

m
o

n
i
a
 a

n
d

 
u

r
e
a
.
 

S
o

il S
c
i. 

S
o

c
. 

A
m

. 
J
. 

5
9

: 
1

4
8

8
-
1

 
4

9
4

. 

a
n

y
 

u
s
e
 
o

f
 fe

rtiliz
e
r. 

B
etel 

n
u

t garden 
is 

a traditional cash crop. 
A

 full
g

ro
w

n
 garden of one

bigha 
land

yearly yiclds 
b

etel nut
o

f m
ore

or less
thirty thousand rupees, 

w
ithout 

a
n

y
 nourishm

ent 
iro

m
 the grower. urow

ers o
f this region generally 

.E
r
r
e
b

h
i
, M

., 
R

o
s
e
n

,
 C

. J., G
u

p
ta

, 
S

. 
C

. 
a
n

d
 B

iro
n

g
, D

. 
E

. 
1

9
9

8
. 

P
o

ta
to

 
v

ie
ld

 

r
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 a

n
d

 
n

i
t
r
a
t
e
 
l
e
a
c
h

i
n

g
 
a
s
 
i
n

i
i
u

e
n

c
e
d

 
b

y
 
n

i
t
r
O

g
e
n

 
m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t
.
 A

g
m

. J
. 

a
n

d
 R

ufty, 
T

. 
W

. Jr. 
2

0
0

2
. 

F
a
te

 a
n

d
 tra

n
s
p

o
rt 

9
0

: 
1

0
-1

5
. 

8
. 

m
a
n

,
 D

. C
., C

h
e
r
n

e
y

, C
. T

.. 

o
f
 
n

i
t
r
o

g
e
n

 
a
p

p
l
i
c
d

 
c
d

 
to

 
s
ix

 
w

a
r
m

-
s
e
a
s
o

n
 
tu

rfg
ra

s
s
e
s
. C

m
p

 
S

c
i. 

4
2

: 
8

3
3

-
8

4
1

. 

planted 
b

etel leaf plant along 
w

ith
 b

etel 
n

u
t plant. Consequently theyi get 



























 
 
 

2020-21 

























































































































 
 
 

2021-22 



































































 
 
 

2022-23 









Moral and Political Discourses in Philosophy of Education 
Edited by Prakash Iyer and 
Indrani Bhattacharjee 

Routledge 
Taylor & Francis Group 

LONDON AND NEW YORK 



First South Asia edition 2022 

First published 2022 
by Routledge 
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

and by Routledge 
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158 

Rostledge is an inprint of the laylor ß Francis Group, an infora 
brusiness 

O 2022 selection and editorial matter, Prakash Iyer and Indrani 
Bhartacharjiee: individual chapters, the contributors 
The right of Prakash Iyer and Indrani Bhattacharjee to be identifed 
as the authors of the editorial material, and of the authors for their 
individual chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 
and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or 
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, 
or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including 
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or 
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers. 
Tradenark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks 
or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and 
explanation without intent to infringe. 
British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the Briish Library 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
A catalog record for this book has been requested 

ISBN: 97S-1-032-25333-6 (pbk) 
ISBN: 978-0-429-28549-3 (ebk) 

DOI: 10.4324/9780429285493 

Typeser in Sabon 
by Apex CoVantage, LLC 

Printed and bound in India 

For sale in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Banglad�sh and Sri Lanka only. 
Cöpy Complimentary 

Not For Sale 



Contents 

List of contributors 

Acknowledgements 

Introduction 
INDRANI BHATTACHARJEE AND PRAKASH IYER 

PART I 

Democratic theory, and education in a democracy 

1 Civic education in a democratic society 
GEOFFREY HINCHLIFFE 

2 Education, social realism and liberal cultural values 

ALKA SEHGAL CUTHBERT 

3 Education, essentialism and the epistemic vices of intolerance 

JOHANNES DRERUP 

PART I 

Purposes of moral and political education 

4 Did the Marathas rule India? Reflections on 

postmodernism, reality and school history textbooks 

AMMAN MADAN 

S Caring pedagogies: beyond critique 
KANCHANA MAHADEVAN 

Vii 

ix 

1 

9 

11 

26 

38 

S1 

53 

72 



VI 
Contents 

6 Beyond nationalism: Rabindranath Tagore's university and 

the politics of the sclf 
sUKALYAN CHANDA 

7 Moral education, development of the sclf and role of 

nature: an enquiry into Tagore's philosophy of education 

ROMA BHATTACHARYA 

8 The moral purpose of schooling in England during a 

changing context: promoting human capability 

and development 
OLIVER WIMBORNE 

PART III 

Teaching-learning and the environment in a school 

9 Structural violence in a school setting: a philosophical 
discussion on conflict resolution 

ALEX GUILHERME 

10 Teaching tolerance and political judgement: bearing on 
higher education 
PRAKASH IYER 

11 Questions and performatives: communities of enquiry as 
conventional contexts 

ENRICO POSTIGLIONE 

12 A dialogic approach to education for democratic values 
illustrated with an empirical study of the effect of Internet 
mediated dialogue across cultural differences 
RUPERT WEGERIF 

Index 

91 

191 

112 

12 

129 

141 



6 Beyond nationalism 

Rabindranath Tagore's university 
and the politics of the self 

Sukalyan Chanda 

. 1901. the poet Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) established a school 
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lished an account of his visits to Santiniketan. This brief memoir, titled Shab 
Peyechhir Deshe, is a lively portrait of Santiniketan in the final months of 
Tagore's life.' Santiniketan, Bose writes, could be regarded as India's cultural 
capital (Bose 1998, 41); but, he cautiously adds, its cultural outlook could 
not be considered as being narrowly nationalistic (43). It is a synthesis of 
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memoir portrays a community that was always hospitable to guests. It easily 
assimilated guests, including foreigners, and accepted them as friends (43). 
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essay focuses on the ideological paradox inherent in this ideal of a way of 
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lagore conceptualised Visva-Bharati, his university, as the site of a dis 

inctive mode of education that, he hoped, could initiate a union of cultures. 

s tempting to assume that his university represented a complete rejection 

U the ideological imperatives of nationalism. I will resist such a reading 
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at had affinities with anti-colonial nationalist thought. Visva-Bharati 

foregrounded the idea that the colonised race needed to strengthen its cul-
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West. One of Visva-Bharati's principal objectives was to assert chat India, 

despite being materially impoverished, could offer its cultural inheritance 
to the other cultures of the world in return for what it received from them. 

DOI: 10.4324/9780429285493-9 





























SON PRFERENC 
OF INDIAN WOMEN: 
INSIGHTS FROM THE WEST BENGAL EXPERIENCE 

PAPITA DUTTA 



Son Preference of Indian Women: 

Insights from the West Bengal Experience 

Papita Dutta 
Assistant Professor in Economics 

Gushkara Mahavidyalaya, Gushkara 
Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal, India 

New Delhi Publishers 
New Delhi, Kolkata 



Son Preference of Indian Women: Insights from the West Bengal 

Experience by Papita Dutta Published by New Delhi Publishers, 

New Delhi. 

© Publisher 

Edition 2022 

ISBN: 978-93-93878-47-2 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced stored in a 

retrieval system or transmitted, by any means, electronic mechanical, 

photocopying, recording, or otherwise without written permission 

from the publisher and author. 

NEW DELHI PUBLISHERS 

Head Office: 90, Sainik Vihar, Mohan Garden, New Delhi - 110 059 

Corporate Office: 7/28, Room No.-208, Vardaan House, 

Mahavir Lane, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi-110002 

Branch Office: 216, Flat-GC, Green Park, 
Narendrapur, Kolkata - 700103 

Website: www.ndpublisher. in 

Tel: 011-23256188, 011-45130562, 9971676330, 9582248909 
E-Mail: ndpublishers@rediffimail.com/gmail.com 



Preace 
List of Tahles 
List of Figre 
Nanure ard Mezsures of Mother's Son Prefernce in Sndian 
Cintez 

Li Macro level Indicatns of n Prferne in Inau 
J4 Reevancy f the Stuty 

L6 Conclasion 

CoNIENIS 

21 arthctan 

22 Therraad Sudie n n Prfae 



3.6 Natures of Son Preference and lis Intergenerational Variations 
for the women in the districts of Burdwan 

3.7 Conclusion 

4. Causes and Conscquences of Son Preference of Indian Mothers: 

Evidence from a Primary Survey 
4.1. Introduction 

4.2 Econometric Models for Estimating Mother 's Son Preference 
4.3 Specificationof the Variables in the Model for Son preference 
4.4 Hypotheses relating to the Causes of Mother 's Son Preference 
4.5 Causes of Son Preference of Indian Mothers 
4.6. Consequences of Mother 's Son Preference 

4.7 Conclusions 

5. Message to the Policy-Makers for Reducing Son Preference in 
India 

5.1 Introduction 

5.2 Major Findings 
5.3 Policy Prescriptions for Reducing Son Preference of Indian 

Women 

5.4 Conclusion 

.78 

Bibligraphy. 

.112 

119 



research include issues related to women's 

empowerment, gender discrimination, regional development, financial 
inclusion in India. Dr. Dutta has published several research articles in 
several journals like journal of Social and Economic Development, 
Economic Affairs etc., and in several edited volume from different 
international and national publishers like Springer Nature, Serial 
Publications etc. She has completed a research project approved by the 
UGC. She regularly presents research papers in different national and 
international seminars, conferences. 

Head Office: 

About the Author 

Papita Dutta holds PhD degree and M.Phil. degree in 
Economics from the University of Burdwan, India. She 
has becn teaching Economics at Gushkara 
Mahavidyalaya affilated to the University of Burcwan 
for more than a decade now. She received University 
Gold medal in post-graduation for being topper of her 
class in 2001. Her area of interest in teaching and 

NEW DELHI PUBLISHERS 

90 Sainik Vihar, Mohan Garden, 
Utam Nagar, New Delhi-110059 
Corporate Ofice: 
7/28, Room No 208, Vardaan House, 

Branch Ofice: 

Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi-1 10002 

216, Green Park, Narendrapur, Kolkata 
Phone number: 011-232S61 88, 99536943 12, 9582248909 
Email: ndpublishers@ gmail.com 
Website: www.ndpublisher.in 

Price: 895.00 
ISBN: 978-93-93878-47-2 

978939318 78472ll 



Inda Studiesin Beiness and Enmis 

upraat Bao 
6arani Chakrabarh 
Pritiviraj Guha Editors 

Persistent 
and Emerging 
Challenges 
to Development 
Insights for Policy-Making in India 

D Springer 



Editors 
Supravat Bagli 
Department of Economics 
Presidency University 
Kolkata, West Bengal, India 

Prithviraj Guha 
Departmecnt of Economics 

Presidency University 
Kolkata. West Bengal, India 

ISSN 2198-0012 

Gagari Chakrabarti 
Department of Economics 
Presidency University 
Kolkata, West Bengal, India 

ISSN 2198-0020 (electronic) 

India Studies in Business and Economics 
ISBN 978-981-16-4180-0 

https:/doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-4181-7 
ISBN 978-981-16-4181-7 (eBook) 

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature 
Singapore Pte Ltd. 2022 
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or informnation storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar 
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed. 
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication 
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant 
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use. 
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book 
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or 
the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any 

errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional 
claims in published maps and institutional affiliations. 

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Singapore Pre Lid. 
The registered company address is: 152 Beach Road. #21-01/04 Gateway East, Singapore I89121, 
Singapore 



Contents 

1 

2 

Part I The Macroeconomy: Foreign Trade, Structural Transition 
and the Environment 

4 

Introduction 

Supravat Bagli, Gagari Chakrabarti, and Prithviraj Guha 

3 Informal Sector in India: A Critique of Inclusive Transition 

Anirban Kundu and Saumya Chakrabarti 

6 

8 

Asymmetric Quality Effect of Input Trade Liberalization 
Shrimoyee Ganguly and Rajat Acharyya 

An Analysis of the Medical Devices Sector in India-Domestic 
Manufacturing and International Trade 
Saumaly Ghosh 

Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture: Empirical 
Evidence from South Asian Countries 

Part II Health and Standard of Living 

Bipradas Rit 

Hurdles in Fuel Choice and Consumption in Rural India 
Sanchita Daripa and Soumyananda Dinda 

Explaining Cross-Region Disparities in Childhood Stunting 
in India 

Saswata Ghosh, Santosh Kumar Sharma, 
and Dripta Roy Choudhury 

How Long We Will Wait to Celebrate the First Birthday 
of Infants in India? 

Dishari Dasgupta, Kritika Dirghangi, Sankha Mitra, 
Subangi Saha, and Mousumi Dutta 

1 

15 

39 

59 

83 

109 

125 

155 

1X 



gi 

Households of Indian 
vwg pprvach of I Fuzzy 

N n Nome (stl and Evolution of the 
ghiN(n lndia 

Facilities: 

An Exploratory 

hnincy and Its Determinants 
m nt à Wet Bengal: A District-Level 

ituR ertiary and Tertiary Education: N RilNiled Wge Inequality 

hii 

N Wi ùN, ngiuNment or Training: nádence. 

ivsae intu Lnter-Generational Occupztiunzl ati: Evidences from IHDS-I it Gute ni Nte Roy 

rt l\ Banking and Credit: Access, Eficiency znd Stzbility l6 Openness and Potential Fragility of the Global Banking System Gagari Chakrabarti 
17 Informal rade Credit Guarantee Networks Jayeeta Deshmukh 
IN Repented Lending ln Informal Credit Markets with Adverse Selevtlon and Strategle Default SaNwatee Muklerjee 
1 Phnnl lelunlon n ludlat An lntertemporal Study pita }uta 

CInteat 

253 

271 

293 

327 

351 

371 

385 

411 



Chapter 19 
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An 
Intertemporal | Study 

Papita Dutta 

19.1 Introduction 

Financiall inclusion refers to the bringing of unbanked section of population under the 
purview of formal banking system in a sustainable manner. It implies the provision 

of timely, adequate, affordable, and sustainable formal financial services like saving, 
credit, insurance services, equity, and. access to remittance facilities to the unbanked 

people. RBI I defines financial linclusion i as 'The process of ensuring access to financial 
senvices and I timely and adequate credit where needed by vulnerable groups such as 
weaker sections and low income groups s at an affordable cost.' Unbanked people are 

hose who are beyond the reach of formal financial institutions. Financial inclusion 

is recognized as an easy and cost-effective instrument to achieve the goal of inclu-
Sive development across the world. The sustainable development goal will remain 

anatainable, until maximum people come under formal banking system. Financial 
inclusion not only protects the vulnerable and deprived population, who borrow 
from spurious village money lenders at a higher borrowing cost, it also direct their 
ligujd asset in productive channel with some interest earning rather than keeping it 
under a mattress. It helps rural poor people by making them self-sufficient and better 
financial decision take. The easy availability of financial services such as savings 
and payment account, credit and credit insurance, pensions, etc. helps individuals 
and firms to invest maximum amount in business opportunities, education, save for 
retirement, insurance against risks, save for unpredictable situations, etc. It helps the 
poor to receive appropriate and timely payments of several social security measures 
hrough the Direct Cash Transfer program. Thus, it plays a crucial role in preventing 
concentration of economic power with a few individuals and corruption. Financial 
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Inclusion is also recognized as a tool to alleviate income poverty and inequality from 
Ihe country and accelerate the economic growth (Banerjee & Newman, 1993; Beck, 
el a., 2009; Nanda, 2019; World Bank, 2008). A report of Reserve Bank of India 
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